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Dear OLG Families,

| hope you've marked your calendars for Sunday, December 3,
2017. Between 8am-12pm, thanks to our PTSG executive
committee and the Knights of Columbus, Breakfast with Santa has
returned! Do come for a wonderful breakfast and get that
Christmas picture to send to family and friends. After a brief break,
please come back at 2 pm to celebrate Fr. Joy's birthday and
Ordination Anniversary. Our dancersDivine will be performing at
3:00pm for hi

Sunday is also the First Sunday in Advent. Included on page 3 is a
wonderful, but brief article, “Preparing Our Children for Advent,”
that | hope you will take time to read and use. In our incredibly
secularized society, Jesus can often get lost as we celebrate His
birthday on Christmas. Perhaps some of the ideas in the article
could help you ensure that the Christ is kept in Christmas.

At school we are focusing upon Advent in the following ways:

1** Week of Advent — HOPE

2"! Week of Advent — PEACE

3" Week of Advent —JOY

4™ Week of Advent — LOVE

Christ’s LIGHT
Since we'll be in school for only two weeks in Advent, we will
combine Hope and Peace in the first week and then Joy and Love in
the second. The students will have reflections for each of these
weeks. Take some time to have your children share their
reflections with you. We will culminate our school's Advent
experience with an Advent Retreat on Friday, December 15.

May our preparations to celebrate the Savior's Birth be pleasing to
our good and gracious God.

In God's Peace,
S. Janice Therese, O.P.




FOOD DRIVE CONTINUES UNTIL CHRISTMAS
Serving those in need in Fremont, Newark & Union City
Collection boxes available in the school lobby

THUR | Nov3o | [astidayto RSVP for Breakfast with Santa on 12/3
FRI Dec1 _ — Teacher In-Service Day

1** Sunday of Advent
8am — 12pm: Breakfast with Santa (Parish Center)

N D
SU ec3 2pm: Birthday Potluck for Fr. Joy (Parish Center)
3pm: dancersDivine perform at Fr. Joy’s birthday celebration
M-F Dec 4-8 Grade 5 Snack Sale
SUN Dec 10 2" Sunday of Advent

7pm Mass at OLG Church for The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
TUE Dec 12 Bishop Michael Barber will be presiding.

dancersDivine will open the Mass with a Call to Prayer

2pm Dismissal

7pm OLG Christmas program

WED Dec 13

FRI Dec 15 Noon Dismissal — No PM Extended Care
A blessed Christmas to you and your families!
WED Jan 3 School Resumes
Prayer Requests
Letus pray....

*  For the soul of Mr. Karel Vystrcil, grandfather to Sarai (PreK), Malachi (Kinder), Samuel (gr. 3) and
Zachariah (gr. 6), who passed away earlier this month.

* For Jamie Dallas (aunt to Mr Dallas, 5t grade teacher) who is seriously ill with late stage cancer.

*  Forthe soul of Danny Carlos, close family member to Isabela Serrano (gr. 5) and Abigail Moran
(PreK).

* Forall those who have died, that they will be united with Christ in Paradise.

» Forthe Church, the body of Christ, that it be a beacon of hope for all in the world by serving the
kingdom of Jesus Christ with mercy and love.

*  For our world, that the hungry be fed, the homeless find a safe shelter, the lonely be comforted, and
those in prison know the true freedom found in God.

»  Forour country, that God hold us safely in his hands as we go through political turmoil that will
change the course of history; that our leaders uphold the dignity of human life at the center of all
decisions.

» Forour parish that we accept Christ as King who makes all things possible through goodness,
mercy, forgiveness, justice, reconciliation and peace, as we strive to live by His example.

* Forthe sick and all in need of our prayers, that their nearness to God bring them healing and hope.




BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
FUNDRAISING EVENT!!

December 3, 2017 * 8am - 12pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish Center
40374 Fremont Blvd | Fremont, CA 94538
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To RSVP, see form on the next page

Proceeds for OLG Parish Center!!




RSVP for Breakfast with Santa

P——

[
:
I Please complete this form and return with payment to the

: school office by THURSDAY, 11/30/17 !
|

i Family Name
I
: Number of Individuals attending

I Breakfast:
Y Includes pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon and corned beef hash
Qty: . @ $5 per person or

: Qty: . @ $20 per household

!
s Photos with Santa:

{Qty: @ $7 per digital photo

1Qty: @ $5 per print photo
I

i
| Total amount: $
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Preparing Children for Advent

from Creighton University's Online Ministries

Preparing Ourselves First

The first, and most important thing we can do to prepare our children for Advent is to prepare
ourselves. After all, if we are impatient and crabby - pressured by all the busyness of this season -
we won't be very good at teaching our children anything about quiet, expectant waiting. If they never
hear us talk about what we long for from the Lord, how will they learn about this kind of longing? And,
if they hear "the coming of Jesus" talked about at church, and at school, but never hear us talk about
the meaning of the coming of Jesus for us, what kind of message will we be giving them?

Of course, our children will be watching us and listening to us - what we say and do, and what we fail
to say and do. So, the first thing we can give our children is our own commitment to enter Advent as
deeply as we can. We want to clear our own spirits so that we can be present to theirs. The graces
we receive can be the graces we share with them.

Talking with Our Children

To talk with our children about our own religious experience doesn't
mean we have to know all kinds of "theology" to "teach them," nor does
it mean we have to "dumb it down" to ridiculously simple terms. We
don't have to "burden" children with the burdens we have to bear in our
adult relationship with God, and we don't have to make their world more
unsettling and scary than it already is. We just have to find the right
time and place to talk with them about our faith.

We don't have to criticize everything in our contemporary culture's
preparation for and celebration of Christmas. But, what we tell them
about Advent, will help temper the materialism and consumerism involved
in the marketing of Christmas to children.

The Message

We can tell our children about Isaiah, the prophet. We can tell them that God has wanted to be the
one who would lead and take care of his people. But they rebelled against God, and demanded
kings, just like all the peoples around them had. So, God let them have kings. As it turned out, there
was one bad king after another. And God sent prophets to the people and the kings to remind them
of the agreement - the "covenant" - God made with them: I'll be your God and you be my people.

Now the way the people made someone a king was to pour a bit of oil on their head. The one who
was "anointed" this way with oil became the king. Well, the prophets began to tell the people that
God would send them "an anointed one" (the word they use to say "anointed one" in Hebrew is
"Messiah.") In fact, they said that this Messiah would be called "Emmanuel”, which in Hebrew means,
"God is with us."

So, the message of the prophets was about a promise - that God would save his people from all that
they were suffering. The prophets use such wonderful images to tell the people that they could
expect and hope for a day when "every tear would be wiped away." It would be a day of great peace
- "the lion would lie down with the lamb" and the people will beat their spears into hooks to prune
trees with. And, the most unbelievable promise of all: "death will be no more."

We all know now that what God was preparing his people for was the coming of Jesus, the Christ
(Christos in Greek means "the anointed one.")

Then, of course, we can tell them about Zachary and Elizabeth and about Joseph and Mary. We can
tell them the story from Luke's gospel first. What is so surprising about the story is that he comes, not
like a king, but in great simplicity and poverty. Our God is truly with us, as a little baby. He knows
what it is like to be a child.

Continued on next page....




Preparing Children for Advent (continued)

We can tell this story to our children in so many ways. We can let them tell us what it means to them.
Through all this conversation, the message will come through. During these weeks of Advent, we
want to look forward to celebrating his coming to live our life and to set us free - free from our sins and
free from death itself.

We want to open up Advent for them, so that they can get ready for - look forward to - Christmas in a
different way. We want to introduce them to faith-filled meanings for light/darkness, hunger/thirsts,
and all the other images of Isaiah. We want them to really know the meaning of "the Christmas story."

Advent Activities

It would be great to create a Nativity "place" in our home. Before we just put a nativity scene there, we
can let it be an empty space for a while. We can prepare for setting it up, by putting things in that
place which represent the longing, the desire, the emptiness. Perhaps that place can begin with a
basket. Children can place notes in the basket that express what they hope for, for each member in
the family, for their friends, for people in the world. They can write special prayers for loved ones who
are sick, for children in their school who are difficult. We can keep telling the children that it is into this
special place of our longing and faith that Jesus comes. Then, when we set up the Nativity scene in
that place, it can become a special place for the children.

We can involve children in preparing food for others. If there is a pre-Christmas party with friends or
family, or even a "pot-luck" event we have to go to, we can involve the children in preparing something
for the party. And, for Christmas dinner itself, we can tutor the children in making food for others to be
happy and full and grateful. We can show them recipes they can make, and let them "in" on the big
plans for the whole thing.

We can make plans to visit someone who is homebound or in a nursing home at this time. We can
prepare our children for how to go there, how to be there, how to be grateful for the experience.

We can take an Advent or Christmas song, and copy it for our family reading - perhaps a prayer to be
read, over and over. We can talk about what the words mean.

With older children, we might find a time to prepare food for a meal program for the homeless or go
there to help serve and meet the families there. We may even be able to get them to tell the younger
children about the experience, and why it fits so well with preparing for Christmas.

And, as we make these special family traditions during Advent, we will come up with others that fit our
family well.




CHRISTIAN VALUE AWARDS - November 2017

Thank you to the following students, for living out the values we teach.

K | Gabriel Morales A young person who commits to study and knows the teachings of the Catholic
Faith
Adriel Flores A young person who embraces community and exhibits Gospel values by being
an active, respectful listener
1st | Alejandro Ibarra A young person who commits to study and who exhibits good study and
organizational skills while working toward goals
Sophia Osanyinjobi | A young person who embraces community and exhibits Gospel values by being
an active, respectful listener
Amado Plascencia | A young person who commits to study and who achieves an understanding of
the curriculum based on his ability
Jonquil Pastores A young person who commits to study and shares ideas clearly in oral, visual,
and written format
2nd | James Newbold A young person who embraces community and exhibits Gospel values by being
an active, respectful listener
Sharlette Moran A young person who embraces community and exhibits Gospel values by
working effectively with others
Aiden Alcaraz A young person who is willing to serve others through ministry by treating others
as Jesus would
3rd | Maddy Hernandez | A young person who embraces community and exhibits Gospel values by
working effectively with others
Carolina Cortez A young person who is willing to serve others through ministry by reaching out
to those in need
Cassidy Fuentez A young person who commits to study and who exhibits good study and
organizational skills while working toward goals
Nathan Monterola | A young person who embraces community and exhibits Gospel values by
working effectively with others
4th | Ezana Tirusew A young person who commits to study and who solves problems and thinks
critically
Aerin Contreras A young person who embraces prayer as she lives a life of faith and follows the
Gospel message of acceptance and forgiveness of others
Romeo Rattaro A young person who embraces community and exhibits Gospel values by
effectively expressing ideas to a variety of audiences
5th | Kaleb Nguyen A young person who commits to study and knows the teachings of the Catholic
Faith
Renee Jessica A young person who embraces prayer as she lives a life of faith and develops a
Ramos prayerful and personal relationship with God
Kaley Ancheta A young person who is willing to serve others through ministry by treating others
as Jesus would
6th | Divinity Lopez A young person who commits to study and who achieves an understanding of
the curriculum based on her ability
Zachariah Vystrcil | A young person who embraces prayer as he lives a life of faith and knows the
teachings of the Catholic Faith
Hayden Pastores | A young person who embraces community and exhibits Gospel values by
resolving conflicts peacefully
7th | Lela Saponara A young person who is willing to serve others through ministry by being aware

of social justice, on an age appropriate level, and serving accordingly

Sahana Hariharan

A young person who commits to study an who shares ideas clearly in oral,
visual, and written format




CHRISTIAN VALUE AWARDS - November 2017

(continued)

8th | Brandon Estacio A young person who embraces community and exhibits Gospel values by

working effectively with others

Trinity Lopez A young person who commits to study an who shares ideas clearly in oral,
visual, and written format

Sofia Ugalde A young person who is willing to serve others through ministry by reaching
out to those in need

Zoe Ramos A young person who is willing to serve others through ministry by reaching
out to those in need

T hank You

We wish to thank Rosa Sanchez
who recently recovered the chairs
in the school lobby, with

anice blue fabric. The chairs look
new again! We appreciate Rosa’s
hard work and the time she put
into this effort.

Congratulations

Congratulations to former OLLG Resource staff
member, Miss Lupe Gonzalez, who is engaged to
be married to Mr. Matthew James McCormick!

No wedding date yet, but we are all very happy for
Miss Lupe who is currently working in Oakland at
the Legal Aid department for Alameda County.




Shop for everyone on your gift list this holiday at
smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2988962 and
Amazon donates to Our Lady of Guadalupe School."

Support us when you shop
this holiday season

Buy your gifts and holiday essentials at
smile.amazon.com. You shop. Amazon donates.

| amazon

Did you know that OLG School will benefit when you purchase scrip (gift cards) directly
from the school or online at shopwithscrip.com? Some gift cards are available for
purchase at OLG school: Starbucks, Target, Chili’s and Panera.

Many other retailers offer their gift cards through the online scrip program, even
Disneyland, so if you plan ahead for your own travel or shopping needs or for Christmas
gifts, you will be helping the school. Please check our website for more information
(Guadalupe-school.com/News/Fundraising Opportunities).

When ordering online, the cost to you is only 15 cents per order and the face value of the
gift cards is exactly what you pay for it.

If you don’t want to place your order online, but would like to see a list of some of the
most popular participating retailers, you can download the scrip order form here:
SCRIP Order Form. This form can be submitted to the school office with your
payment, as an alternative to online ordering. Note: the percentage listed next to each
type of scrip is the percentage of the SCRIP purchase that is donated by the retailer back
to OLG School. "




Ovur Lady of Guadalupe School

¢

December 4" - December 13

Please deliver new unwrapped toys to your child's classroom
before Thursday, December 13™
Collection bins will also be available at the Parish Center
during the Christmas program on 12/13/17
Many blessings to you and your family this Christmas Season

x




A food drive is currently under way at OLG School. We are collecting non-
perishable food items that will be given to the LOV Newark (League of
Volunteers) so they can distribute the items to those in need in the Fremont,
Newark, Union City area. Harold Colon, father o Ms. Traci Colon (School
Librarian) is assistant Executive Director at LOV Newark and is grateful for our
help in collecting the following most-needed items: " "

Soups Corn

Carrots Beans

Peas Spaghetti/Alfredo Sauce
Apple Sauce Pasta

Fruit Cocktail Tuna

Macaroni & Cheese Cereal

Crackers Canned Meat

Peanut Butter Jelly

Hot Chocolate Canned Milk

Chili Beans Rice

**Please check expiration dates before donating your items.

THANK YOU

LEAGUE OF
VOLUNTEERS

Helping enhance the quality of life for people in the Tri-city area

For more information about LOV Newark, visit www.LOV.org."




